Mistakes During Krias Shema

(Orach Chaim: Siman 64)

Chumash:

The verse says in Devarim ( ) “and these words that I command you this day shall be on your heart…”.

Gemara:

The Gemara in Berachos 15a interprets this verse in the context of Krias Shema. The words “shall be” (Vehayu) teaches that in order to fulfill the mitzvah of Krias Shema you must say the words exactly as they appear in the Chumash itself.

Therefore if you read the Sheqam out of order you are not yotzei.


Rambam (Hilchos Krias Shema 2: ):

The Rambam understands this Gemara to be referring to reading the verses out of order (i.e. first reading verse 10 and then reading verse 9). However if you say the paragraphs of Shema out of order (i.e Vehaya Im Shemoa before Veahavtah) you are yotzei.

Shulchan Aruch/ Mishnah Brurah (64:1):

They explain as follows. If you said either the Pesukim in a paragraph or the words of any given passuk out of order you are not yotzei your mitzvah of Shema mederabanan. If however you said the paragraphs themselves out of order then you are yotzei. The reason behind this halacha is that the Torah says “Vehayu Hadevarim Haeileh” that is to say that as these words are written thusly shall they be said. The order of the paragraphs is obviously not part of this chiuv since the Rabbis saw fit to arrange them out of the order in which they appear in the Torah.


Pri Megadim/ Mishnah Brurah (64:2):

According to this Rambam we can say that all the more so you are not yotzei if you say the words of a specific verse out of order.

Within the Shema itself there are numerous cases of skipping words that are brought in the poskim.


Shulchan Aruch (64:2):

In the Shema itself if you accidentally skip a verse then you go back to that verse and reread the perek from there so that you aren’t reading out of order. If you only realize at the end of the next perek then you go back to the passuk and finish the perek where the mistake was and then pick up again where you were. If you realize that you skipped a passuk in an earlier perek and you are in the middle of another finish it and then go on to the third paragraph.


Biur Halacha (61:13):

If you skipped the phrase “Baruch Shem Kavod Malchuso Leolam Vaed” the Biur Halacha says that you don’t have to go back and say the Shema again. If you already started the “Ve’ahavta then you can say it where you realize it. (This is a controversial psak Rav Moshe says not to say it at all).

We saw the laws of some of the mistakes in the Morning Berachos but the Berachos of Shema are considered long Berachos. That is to say they are not merely a Shevach or Hodaah to Hashem about a certain inyan but rather the Beracho is a segway to a deeper contemplation of interrelated ideas. Whereas above the universal opinion was that the “Pesicha” of the Beracho is the ikkar of defining the Beracho here the Chasima is the ikkar. There is a machlokes what this means that the chasima is the ikkar.

Shulchan Aruch (59:2): 

He holds that you need to have two things to make a long Beracho.

a) You need that either the Pesicha or the Middle of the Beracho were said properly

b) You need that the Chasima is said properly.

Gra/ Biur Halacha:



They hold that the “Chasima” is the ikkar of defining the Beracho.


The cases which would bear out this difference of opinion are as follows.

a) If you started with the Pesicha of  “Asher Bidvaro Maariv Aravim” during Shacharis and said the whole text of the Mariv Beracho but you said the Chasima of Yotzeir Hameoros this would be a machlokes between S.A. and The Gra.

b) Everyone would agree that in the above case if at some point you mention Yotzeir Ohr Uvorei Chishech…etc.” and then say a Chasima you are yotzei.

c) If you started with Yotzeir Ohr then switched to the evening Beracho and said its text in the middle then finished with Yotzeir Hameoros everyone would agree that you are yotzei.

Another type of common mistake in the Berachos of Shema is switching Emes Veemunah with Emes Veyatziv.

Mishnah Brurah (66:53):

He brings the Chayeh Adam who says that if you haven’t said Baruch Atah Hashem Goal Israel you go back to fix it from Emes V… If you already said the Chasimas Habrocho you don’t have t go back b’dieved.

If you say Goeil Israel instead of Goal Israel at the end of the Beracho after Shema the halacha is as follows.

Taz (66:6):

He says that b’dieved you are yotzei.

In Shema itself we saw before that the halacha is that any mistakes in Pesukim have to be fixed and you have to read from the point of you r mistake and on so that you don’t read the words of the paragraph out of order.

